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OPENING HYMN
“Oh Holy Night”
(sung by duet)
INVOCATION
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (+) and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: Amen.
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #42, verses 1-3
"Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”
1. Come, your hearts and voices raising,
Christ the Lord with gladness praising;
Loudly sing his love amazing,
Worthy folk of Chris-ten-dom.
2. See how God, for us providing,
Gave his Son and life abiding;
He our wearied steps is guiding
From earth’s woe to heav’n-ly joy.
3. Christ, from heav’n to us descending
And in love our race be-friend-ing,
In our need his help extending
Saved us from the wily foe.
CALL TO WORSHIP
M: On this night, the Lord God gave the earth the gift of his Son.
He delivered on his promise to rescue us from our enemy the
devil, our slavery to sin, and our captivity to death. On those
living in the land of deep darkness, a light has dawned.
C: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into
the world.
M: While it is a shame that almost no one stopped, almost no one
noticed, and almost no one celebrated, it is no surprise. The
salvation God sent down from heaven shatters every
expectation for what our God can do. No eye has seen, no ear
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has heard, no mind can conceive what God has prepared for
those who love him.
C: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not
understood it.
M: Therefore, as we gather on this holy night, we pray for a
miracle of our own: that God would warm our hearts to
receive this gift with great joy; that the salvation none could
have expected would nonetheless be embraced; that the One
who made light shine in the darkness would make his light
shine in our hearts and give us the light of the knowledge of
God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.
C: To all who receive him, to those who believe in his name,
he gives the right to become children of God.
M: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty
and delight to hear again the message of the angels and, in
heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this thing which
has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us—the
ChristChild lying in a manger.
Today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; he
is Christ the Lord!
C: Glory to God in the highest!
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN # 42, verses 3-5
"Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”
4. Jacob’s Star in all its splendor
Beams with comfort sweet and tender,
Forcing Satan to sur-ren-der,
Breaking all the pow’rs of hell.
5. Gracious Child, we pray you, hear us;
From your lowly manger cheer us.
Gently lead us and be near us
Till we join th’angelic choir.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the
brightness of the true light. Grant that as we have known on
earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold Jesus in all
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glory in the life to come. Receive our praises as we kneel in
faith before the manger-bed of our newborn Savior. We pray
this in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.
MEDITATION

1 John 4:9, 10

An Unlikely Gift for Unlikely People

LESSON

Luke 1:26-38
The birth of Jesus announced

26 In

the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
town of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin pledged in marriage
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women.”
29 But she was greatly troubled by the statement and was
wondering what kind of greeting this could be. 30 The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you have found favor with
God. 31 Listen, you will conceive and give birth to a son, and you
are to name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his
father David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
his kingdom will never end.”
34 Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a
virgin?” 35 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Listen,
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age
even though she was called barren, and this is her sixth month.
37 For nothing will be impossible for God.”
38 Then Mary said, “See, I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen
to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.
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CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #28, verses 1-2, 5-6
"Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”
1. Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept his word
And at last to us did send
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.
2. What the fathers most desired,
What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many a year
Stands fulfilled in glory here.
5. Crush for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread
I may cling to you in faith,
Safely kept through life and death,
6. And, when you shall come again
As a glorious king to reign,
I with joy may see your face,
Freely ransomed by your grace.
LESSON
18 This

Matthew 1:18-25
The angel visits Joseph

is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother,
Mary, was pledged in marriage to Joseph. Before they came
together, she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.
19 Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to
disgrace her. So he decided to divorce her privately. 20 But as he
was considering these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins.”
22 All this happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet: 23 “Look, the virgin will be with child and
will give birth to a son. And they will name him Immanuel,” which
means, “God with us.”
24 When Joseph woke up from his sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord had commanded him. He took Mary home as his wife,
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25 but

he was not intimate with her until she gave birth to her
firstborn son. And he named him Jesus.
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #47, verses 1-2, 4-5
"Behold, a Branch is Growing”
1. Be-hold, a Branch is growing Of loveliest form and grace,
As prophets sang foreknowing; It springs from Jesse’s race
And bears one little flow’r In midst of coldest winter,
At deepest mid-night hour.
2. Isaiah had foretold it In words of promise sure,
And Mary’s arms enfold it, A virgin meek and pure.
Through God’s eternal will This child to her is given
At midnight calm and still.
4. This flow’r, so small and tender, With fragrance fills the air;
His brightness ends the darkness That kept the earth in fear.
True God and yet true man, He came to save his people
From earth’s dark night of sin.
5. O Savior, Child of Mary, Who felt our human woes,
O Savior, King of glory, Who conquered all our foes,
Bring us at last, we pray, To the bright courts of heaven
And to the end-less day.
LESSON

Luke 2:1-7
In God’s timing, Jesus is born

1 In

those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census
should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first
census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3
And everyone went to his own town to register.
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee
to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to
the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary,
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.
6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn.
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CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #50
"Once in Royal David’s City”
1. Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for his bed;
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
2. He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior lowly.
3. But our eyes at last shall see him
Through his own redeeming love,
For that child, so dear and gentle,
Is our Lord in heav’n above,
And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.
4. Not in that poor, lowly stable
With the oxen standing by
Shall we see him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars his children crowned,
All in white, his praise will sound.
LESSON

Luke 2:8-14
The angels proclaim the birth of Jesus

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
8
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13 Suddenly

a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #53, verses 1-4, 6
"To Shepherds As They Watched by Night”
1. To shepherds as they watched by night
Appeared a host of angels bright;
“Behold the tender babe,” they said,
“In yonder lowly manger laid,
2. “At Bethlehem, in David’s town,
As Micah did of old make known.
It is the Christ, your Lord and King,
Who will to all salvation bring.”
3. Oh, then rejoice that through his Son
God is with sinners now at one;
Made like yourselves of flesh and blood,
Your brother is th’ eternal God.
4. What harm can sin and death then do?
The true God now a-bides with you.
Let hell and Sa-tan storm and rave,
Christ is your brother— you are safe.
6. You shall and must at last pre-vail.
God’s own you are; you can-not fail.
To God forever sing your praise
With joy and patience all your days.
LESSON

Luke 2:15-20
The shepherds share the birth of Jesus

15 When

the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him,
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about
this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things
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and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and
seen, which were just as they had been told.
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #57
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
Refrain:
Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev-‘rywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

1. While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night;
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light.
(refrain)
2. The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth.
(refrain)
3. Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christ-mas morn.
(refrain)

LIGHTING OF INDIVIDUAL CANDLES– Pastor will light his candle from the
Christ candle. An usher will light his candle from Pastor’s. An usher
will light the first candle of each pew. When lighting your candle,
keep the lit candle upright and tilt the unlit candle to light it.
After all the candles are lit and the lights dimmed, we will
continue with our Christmas readings and hymns. Candles may be
extinguished at the conclusion of “Angels We Have Heard on High.”
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LESSON

John 1:1-14
The Child reveals God’s glory

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.
3 Through him everything was made, and without him not one
thing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and the life
was the light of mankind. 5 The light is shining in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
1

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #60
“Silent Night! Holy Night!”
1. Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
3. Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
6 There

was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He
came as an eyewitness to testify about the light so that everyone
would believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but he came to
testify about the light.
9 The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through
him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to what was
his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who
did receive him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God. 13 They were born, not of blood,
or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband’s will, but born of
God.
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CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #65
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
1. O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.
2. For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the an-gels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King And peace to all the earth.
3. How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin
Where meek souls will Receive him still, The dear Christ
enters in.
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; Be born in us today,
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!
14 The

Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory he has as the only-begotten from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #63
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
1. Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
Glo—ri- a in ex-cel-sis Deo;
Glo—ri- a in ex-cel-sis Deo.
2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song?
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Glo—ri- a in ex-cel-sis Deo;
Glo—ri- a in ex-cel-sis Deo.
3. Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Glo—ri- a in ex-cel-sis Deo;
Glo—ri- a in ex-cel-sis Deo.
Please extinguish your candle.

OFFERING
At this time our offering will be brought forward and presented to the
Lord. For those still desiring to give an offering, an offering plate
remains near the Usher's Cart at the back of the church.
(Please stand)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept
your ancient promises by sending your everlasting Son in
human flesh.
C: On this holy night, receive our thanks and devotion, our
songs and prayers.
M: You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your concern
for all, the weak and lonely, the troubled and frightened, the
timid and helpless. No one is overlooked by your ever-seeking
eyes. No one is excluded from your upholding arms. No one is
denied the comfort and help of your outstretched hand.
C: Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance that
you love and care for us always.
M: You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from
the curse of sin, the power of death, and the torment of hell.
He took our place. He was born under the law to set us free.
He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He came to die and
rise again in order hat we might live eternally. Firmly implant
this good news in our hearts, and fill us with an eager desire
to spread the Word concerning what we have heard tonight.
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C: May all who hear the message, in every nation under
heaven, be amazed and believe what is told them about the
child.
M: You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all darkness
that would rob us of the full life that you intend for us. May the
"joy that will be for all people" be our joy. May the "peace on
earth to all on whom his favor rests" be our peace. May the
treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure.
C: For today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to us.
He is Christ, the Lord. Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
M: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and
heavenly into one, fill us with such joy that comes with the
knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal
life. And the blessing of God Almighty— the Father, the Son,
(+) and the Holy Spirit— be upon you and remain with you
always.
C: Amen.
(Be seated)

CLOSING HYMN #62
“Joy to the World”
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev-’ry heart pre-pare him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
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2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy.
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
3. No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
4. He rules the world, with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

Service elements reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-720900
Scripture readings from the Evangelical Heritage Version, © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc.
By permission.
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Merry Christmas and welcome to all who joined us tonight!
The mere existence of Christmas reveals that God did not hide the
news of the Savior we need. Instead, God does all he can to spread
the news so that you may discover real peace— peace that the
Almighty Son of God comes to make you right with God, peace
that lasts through every season!
We kindly ask that you return your candle as you leave. As
you leave today, please sign our guestbook (located at the
entryway mailboxes) and introduce yourself to the pastor. We
would love to know you better! We also invite you to our
Christmas Day service at 9:00am. Marvel at God’s many
blessings flow from the manger.
Christmas happens because God cares. God be your joy,
peace, and refuge. God grant you and your family a most blessed
Christmas.
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