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OPENING HYMN #702 
"Prepare the Royal Highway" 
(Stand for final verse) 

 
 
INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 
and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what 
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and 
in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.  

 
Lord Have Mercy 
Kyrie 

 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 
the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Glory to God 
Gloria in Excelsis 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 
 
M: Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. 
By his coming give us the strength in our conflicts and shed 
light on our path through the darkness of this world. We pray 
this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON Malachi 3:1-4 
John the Baptist exposes the need for the Lord 

1 Look! I am sending my messenger! He will prepare the way 
before me. Then suddenly the Lord, whom you are seeking, will 
come to his temple! The Messenger of the Covenant, in whom you 
delight, will surely come, says the LORD of Armies. 2 But who can 
endure the day when he comes? Who will remain standing when 
he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire, like launderers 
bleach! 3 He will be seated like a refiner and a purifier of silver. He 
will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and like silver. 
They will belong to the LORD and bring him an offering in 
righteousness. 4 Judah and Jerusalem’s offerings will be pleasing to 
the LORD as they were in the days of old, in years long ago. 
 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

M: We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus who came in 
history.  He came into a world of sin and death. 

C: We remember Jesus who came as the promised Messiah.  
John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord. 

M: We hear his call to repent. 

C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance 
and desire for renewal. 
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M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Sacraments may our souls be 
blessed. 

 
Hymn #3, verse 3 
"Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates" 

How blest the land, the city blest,  
Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

O peaceful hearts and happy homes  
To whom this King in triumph comes! 

The cloudless sun of joy is he  
Who comes to set his people free. 

To God the Spirit raise  
Your happy shouts of praise. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECOND LESSON Philippians 1:3-11 

A life lived in repentance 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 Every time I pray for 
all of you, I always pray with joy, 5 because of your fellowship in the 
gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am convinced of this very 
thing: that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 I am equally convinced 
that it is right for me to think this way about all of you, because I 
have you in my heart, for both in my chains and in my defense and 
confirmation of the gospel, you all share in this grace with 
me. 8 Yes, God is my witness of how I long for all of you with the 
affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And I pray that your love may still 

SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 
‘THE BETHLEHEM CANDLE’ or ‘THE CANDLE OF PREPARATION’ 

God kept his promise of a Savior who would be born in 
Bethlehem.  Preparation means to “get ready”. Help us to be 
ready to welcome YOU, O GOD! “As is written in the book of the 
words of Isaiah the prophet: ‘A voice of one calling in the desert, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. Every 
valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The 
crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. 
And all mankind will see God’s salvation.’ (Luke 3:4-6) 
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increase more and more in knowledge and every insight. 10 This 
will result in your approval of the things that really matter, so that 
you will be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with 
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 

M: Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 
him. All mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia. (Luke 3:4, 6) 

 
 
GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6 

Clear out sin so that the Lord may enter 

 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—while 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, 
his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John, the son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. 3 He went into the 
whole region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 Just as it is written in the 
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: A voice of one calling in 
the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord! Make his paths 
straight. 5 Every valley will be filled, and every mountain and hill 
will be made low. The crooked will become straight, and the rough 
ways smooth. 6 And everyone will see the salvation of God.” 

 
 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY #16 
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist's Cry” 
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SERMON Philippians 1:3-11 

Is Christ the Center of Your Life? 
1. Evaluate your partnership in the gospel. 
2. Flourish in righteous fruits. 

 
(After the sermon, the congregation sings) 

 

OFFERING 
At this time our offering will be brought forward and presented to the 
Lord.  For those still desiring to give an offering, an offering plate 
remains near the Usher's Cart at the back of the church. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and 
affirmed your promise to send the offspring of the woman to 
crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 
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continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of 
their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and 
sending your Son to destroy the works of the devil. 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your 
mighty Word to shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual 
slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be 
our joy and strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the 
fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before 
Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy 
of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music 
of your grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, 
where we will see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child 
but as the Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in 
your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John 
the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and 
pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: Amen.  
 
O Christ, Lamb of God 
Agnus Dei 
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DISTRIBUTION - If you are visiting today we ask you to speak with our pastor 
before communing. Holy Communion expresses our special oneness in faith and 
confession, so we welcome like-minded believers from other WELS or ELS 
congregations. We respectfully ask other Christians to receive instruction 
before communing with us. If you have any question about our practice please 
speak to the pastor after the service. Thank you. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN #377 
"Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice" 
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Song of Simeon 
Nunc Dimittis 
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

C: And his mercy endures forever.  

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank 
you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in 
this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but 
will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen.  
 
 
CLOSING HYMN #20 
"When All the World was Cursed" 
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Service elements reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-720900 
Scripture readings from the Evangelical Heritage Version, © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. 
By permission. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday (12/5) 8:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Worship (with Holy Communion) 

Bible Study/Sunday School 

Worship (with Holy Communion) 

Tuesday (12/7) 5:30 PM Christmas Party – Hammer Down 

Wednesday (12/8)  3:45 PM 

6:30 PM 

Catechism 

Mid-Week Advent Worship 

Sunday (12/12) 8:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Worship  

NO Bible Study/Sunday School 

Worship  
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MANY THANKS!  Thanks to all who helped beautify the church for 
the Christmas season.   Many hands do make light work!   

MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP Advent lifts attentions to the 
coming Savior— the Savior born for us and the Savior who will return. 
For the next two Wednesdays (December 8, 15) at 6:30pm, discover how 
the names ‘Prince of Peace’ and ‘Lord Almighty’ meet your Advent needs. 

HOW DO YOU SHARE JESUS? …Finding the ‘right’ words to say can 
be daunting. Yet, familiar stories present very comfortable ways to share 
Jesus. Find out how in Sunday morning Bible Study at 9am. 

WATCHING ONLINE? Please sign our connection link located below 
the video in the description. Thank you. 

FAITH COMES BY HEARING Ladies Aid is sponsoring a project to 
buy “Bible Sticks” for our troops and their families. These are small 
matte-black, weather-resistant digital audio players designed specifically 
for the safety of deployed troops.  Each one includes a complete New 
Testament along with 65 min. of specially selected Psalms.   If you would 
like to donate to this wonderful way of sharing the Gospel with those 
who help keep us safe, please speak with a Ladies Aid member. All 
donations are due TODAY.  

CIRCLE OF JOY Thanks to everyone who selected a tag for Circle of 
Joy Gifts.  If you didn’t have an opportunity to select a tag and would 
still like to participate, please contact Joy Peterson.  All wrapped gifts are 
due to church by Dec. 12th.  

ILC CHRISTMAS PARTY There is still time to sign up! You are 
cordially invited to the annual Christmas party hosted by ILC Ladies Aid 
at the Hammer Down Bar on Tue. Dec. 7, 2019 Social Hour 5:30 PM. 
Dinner 6:15 PM. The cost is $9.25/person (includes tax). This doesn’t 
include tip or beverage. Menu: chicken, broasted potatoes, corn, cole 
slaw & dinner roll. Please sign up by Dec. 5th. For questions and 
additional information please see Joy Peterson. 

OWLS Come join us for our OWLS Annual Christmas Luncheon on 
December 14th at 12 noon at Our Saviors Lutheran Church, Flieth St, 
Wausau.  Cost will be $12 per person.  This luncheon is open to anyone 
that wants to come, not just OWLS members.  So we know how many 
to plan for, please contact Ruth at (715)-573-2142 by Friday December 
10th to reserve your spot. Hope to see you there. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED With basketball season starting, we will 
need volunteers to man various positions for home games.  Please go to 
our website and click the box BASKETBALL VOLUNTEERS to help 
us out.  Go, Wildcats! 

BUS DRIVER/VAN DRIVER NEEDS - We are now in need of one 
bus driver and two van drivers or two bus drivers.  These are paid 
positions.  Hours can be as few as you’d like to up to 40 hours per 
week.  Please let people know about these opportunities and these needs, 
and interested individuals should call Ryan Wiechmann at 715-297-
4427.  Can you serve the Lord and your school in this way? 

PRAISE GOD! We met our Giving Tuesday goal of $8000.  New 
furnaces will be installed as early as next week.  Now we continue 
forward with our 12-31-2021 goal of 1/3 in total debt reduction. 

DEBT REDUCTION!  In January we set an ambitious goal to reach 
$1,167,000 in debt reduction by 12/31/2021.  This means that, God-
willing, ⅓ of Northland’s total debt will be gone by the end of the 
year.  To this point, God has compelled hearts to give $1,119,226 in 
total debt reduction--we only have $47,774 to reach this year’s 
goal!  Continue to prayerfully consider how you can help. 

 

Serving You in Worship: 

  Usher HymnSoft Display 

Today 

Dec. 5, 8:00 AM Byron Draeger 

Organist 

Joel Davidson Dillan Sondelski 

Today 

Dec.5, 10:15 AM Wiliam Bandell 

Organist 

Joel Davidson Janie Dawson 

Wednesday 

Dec. 8, 6:30 PM TBD 

Organist 

Joel Davidson Paul Koepke 

Next Week Sunday 

Dec. 12, 8:00 AM Dan Cihlar Marybeth Cihlar Kayla Cihlar 

Next Week Sunday 

Dec.12, 10:15 AM Dan Colrud Dean Peterson Nicole Luedtke 

NORTHLAND NOTES 
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Advent Services 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 6:30 PM 
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 6:30 PM 

Children's Service 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 9:00 AM 
Social Hour to follow in Fellowship Hall 

Christmas Eve Service 

Friday, December 24, 2021 6:30 PM 

Christmas Day Service 

Saturday, December 25, 2021 9:00 AM 

Worship Service with LS 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 9:00 AM  

 

 

 

 

 


