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OPENING HYMN #1, verses 1, 3, 5-6
“The Advent of Our King”
(Stand for final verse)

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
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RESPONSIVE VERSES
M: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C: the light no darkness can overcome.
M: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
C: and the day is almost over.
M: Be our light and scatter the darkness,
C: and hear our evening hymn of praise. Amen.
M: Let us pray.
Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening
prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need for body
and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our
sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort
of your Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise,
through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 34

Taste and see that the LORD is good;*
blessed are they who take refuge in him.
The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous*
and his ears are attentive to their cry.
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,*
and he delivers them.
Refrain

The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them;*
he delivers them from all their troubles.
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The LORD is close to the brokenhearted*
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
The LORD redeems his servants;*
no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

THE PSALM PRAYER
M: Dearest Lord, helper of the weary and the brokenhearted, we
have tasted and seen that you are good and ready to help in
time of trouble. Calm our minds with peace and make us
radiant with joy. We pray this through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
C: Amen.
LESSON

John 3:1-21
Jesus reveals his saving identity and mission

1There

was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member
of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from
God, for no one can do these miraculous signs you are doing unless
God is with him.” 3 Jesus replied, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless
someone is born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is
old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born, can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless
someone is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God! 6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. Whatever
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be surprised when I tell you
that you must be born from above, 8 The wind blows where it
pleases. You hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it is going. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”
9 “How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus. 10 “You are the
teacher of Israel,” Jesus answered, “and you do not know these
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things? 11 Amen, Amen, I tell you: We speak what we know, and we
testify about what we have seen. But you people do not accept our
testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one
has ascended into heaven, except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven. 14 “Just as Moses lifted up
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted
up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his
only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish,
but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 The
one who believes in him is not condemned, but the one who does
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only-begotten Son of God. 19 This is the basis for the
judgment: The light has come into the world, yet people loved the
darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil. 20 In
fact, everyone who practices wicked things hates the light and does
not come toward the light, or else his deeds would be
exposed. 21 But the one who does what is true comes toward the
light, in order that his deeds may be seen as having been done in
connection with God.”
M: The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry
out:
C: Come, Lord Jesus, Come!
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HYMN OF THE DAY # 32
“When Sinners See Their Lost Condition”

SERMON

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
A Wonderful Name: Prince of Peace
1. He reveals an eternal kingdom.
2. He leads us under his merciful rule.
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OFFERING
At this time our offering will be brought forward and presented to
the Lord. For those still desiring to give an offering, an offering plate
remains near the Usher's Cart at the back of the church.
PRAYER FOR PEACE
M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works
come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies
that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
M: The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN #23
"Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel"
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