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OPENING HYMN #89 
"To Jordan's River Came Our Lord" 
(Stand for final verse) 

 
 
 
INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him 
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. 
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not 
deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the 
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has 
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 
God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
Oh Taste and See 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 
you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in 
our calling as your children and make us heirs with him of 
everlasting life. We pray this through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
God chooses the unlikely to do his work 

1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since 
I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and 
go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I see a king for 
myself among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears 
about it, he will kill me.” The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and 
say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will let you know what you are to do. You are to 
anoint for me the person that I point out to you.” 4 So Samuel did 
what the LORD had told him to do and went to Bethlehem. 
Trembling with fear, the elders of the city came to meet him. They 
said, “Do you come in peace?” 5 He said, “Yes, in peace. I have come 
to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me 
to the sacrifice.” He consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited 
them to the sacrifice. 6 When they had come, he looked at Eliab and 
said, “Certainly this is the LORD’s anointed.” 7 But the LORD said to 
Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at how tall he is, because 
I have rejected him. For the LORD does not look at things the way 
man does. For man looks at the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks at the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had 
him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not 
chosen this one either.” 9 Then Jesse had Shammah pass by. But 
Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 10 Jesse had 
seven of his sons pass before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Is 
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that all of the young men?” Jesse said, “There still is the youngest, 
but he is tending the sheep.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him, 
for we cannot sit down to eat until he comes.” 12 He sent for him 
and brought him in. David had red hair and striking eyes, and was 
good-looking. The LORD said, “Get up! Anoint him, because this is 
the one.” 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers. The Spirit of the LORD rushed on David 
with power from that day forward. After that Samuel set out and 
returned to Ramah. 
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY 
Psalm 2 

 

Why do the nations conspire* 

   and the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 

   gather together against the LORD* 

   and against his Anointed One. 

Refrain 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 

   the Lord scoffs at them. 

Then he rebukes them in his anger 

   and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 

   “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 

   He said to me, “You are my Son; 

   today I have become your Father.” 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

   and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

 

 

SECOND LESSON Titus 3:4-7 
Baptism saves us 

4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward 
mankind appeared, 5 he saved us—not by righteous works that we 
did ourselves, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and the renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he 
poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so 
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs in 
keeping with the hope of eternal life. 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M: Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased. Alleluia. (Mark 1:11b) 

 

 
GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18 

Jesus conforms to the Father’s will 

7 So John kept saying to the crowds who came out to be baptized by 
him, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruits in keeping with repentance! Do not 
even think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ 
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because I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham 
from these stones. 9 Even now the ax is ready to strike the root of the 
trees. So every tree that does not produce good fruit is going to be cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” 10 The crowds began to ask him, “What 
should we do then?” 11 He answered them, “Whoever has two shirts 
should share with the person who has none, and whoever has food 
should do the same.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They 
said, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 To them he said, “Collect no 
more than what you were authorized to.” 14 Soldiers were also asking 
him, “And what should we do?” He told them, “Do not extort money 
from anyone by force or false accusation. Be satisfied with your 
wages.” 15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all 
wondering in their hearts if John might be the Christ. 16 John answered 
them all, “I baptize you with water. But someone mightier than I is 
coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing shovel is in 
his hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will 
gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” 18 Then with many other words, he appealed to 
them and was preaching good news to the people. 

 

 

 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY #16 
"On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry" 
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SERMON Luke 3:7-18 

Which Christ Are We Looking For? 
1. A protector? 
2. A failure? 
3. Or, a person who wins protection 

for us through failure? 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
At this time our offering will be brought forward and presented to 
the Lord.  For those still desiring to give an offering, an offering plate 
remains near the Usher's Cart at the back of the church. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord, Jesus Christ, you came as Savior of the world. Let us see 
you as you truly are. 

C: When the trappings of success mislead us to expect honor 
and joyful welcome as marks of your arrival, may we 
instead find that in your humility is hidden your true 
greatness. 

M: For honor and acceptance are not the way to the cross— or to 
our salvation. Instead, in poverty, in rejection, and in 
crucifixion are the sins of the world taken and paid for. 
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C: We thank you for taking the lowest place as if you were the 
sinner, so that we might receive the highest place as if we 
were the sons of God--for now we are--through you! 

M: Fix in our hearts the light of the gospel that it may lead us to 
reflect your glory among the nations. 

C: Help us to find in our personal circumstances the best 
ways to share you, the Light of the World, with everyone 
around us. 

M: If we are blessed with ability to visit with and bring joy to 
others in their distress, allow us to seek them and pay a call on 
them in this season and beyond. 

C: If we are blessed with financial ability to ease the suffering 
of others less fortunate, may we give willingly and 
generously in this season, and throughout the year. 

M: If we are blessed with voices to sing your praises, may we sing 
those praises loud and long in this season and beyond, and 
speak peace to all cities and towns--the peace of our Savior, 
crucified for our redemption. 

C: And for all the many needs of people, which we cannot 
meet on our own, continue to bring your blessings from 
your mighty power to save and to heal. 

M: For them we pray, as we offer our silent petitions. 

 Brief moment for personal reflection and prayer 

M: And in the prayer you taught us we take our concerns to the 
Father, that he might answer in the best way possible, 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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HYMN #82, verses1-3, 5 
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

 
 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on 
your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, 
protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us 
your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 



10 

 

 
 
 
BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 
another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 
 
 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN: Hymn #15 
"Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 

 
 
Service elements reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-720900 
Scripture readings from the Evangelical Heritage Version, © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. 
By permission. 
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 NORTHLAND NOTES 

 
OPEN HOUSE!  We are hosting an Open House TODAY.  We cordially 
invite all to come and see what Northland has to offer.  Families with 7th 
and 8th graders are especially encouraged to join us--we'd love to add you to 
the ranks of the Wildcats!  Sign your family up for a tour. 

 SEE our purposeful Christian Character development 
 DISCOVER skill development for this life and eternity 
 EXPERIENCE premier Christ-centered education 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY With basketball season in full swing, we 
need volunteers to man various positions for home games.  Please go to our 
website and click the box BASKETBALL VOLUNTEERS to help us 
out.  Go, Wildcats! 

BUS DRIVER/VAN DRIVER NEEDED We are now in need of one bus 
driver for the Wausau route.  This is a paid position.  Interested individuals 
should call Ryan Wiechmann at 715-297-4427.  Can you serve the Lord and 
your school in this way?   

LOCAL DEALS COUPON BOOKS will be available again for 2022!  If 
you haven't preordered, students will have some coupon books available for 
purchase when they come in.  As always, thank you for your support of 
Northland! 

DEBT REDUCTION!  We MET and SURPASSED our 2021 goal!  Praise 
God, who has compelled hearts to support Northland Lutheran High 
School so consistently and abundantly.  We will soon announce our 2022 
goal; continue to prayerfully consider how you can help. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday (1/9) 8:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:15AM 

Worship 

SS/No Bible Study 

Worship 

Monday (1/10) 8:30 AM 

6:30 PM 

Circuit Meeting 

Council Meeting 

Tuesday (1/11) 1:30 PM OWLS, Our Savior's, Wausau 

Wednesday (1/12) 3:45 PM 

6:30 PM 

Catechism Class 

Bible Study 

Sunday (1/16) 8:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Worship with Holy Communion 

SS/Bible Study 

Worship with Holy Communion 

THANK YOU to Reverend emeriti Joel Suckow for sharing God's word 
with us today. May his message keep pointing us to Jesus, our successful 
Protector!  …Pastor Ewald will return from his family funeral later today. 

OWLS Our January meeting will be on Tuesday January 11 at 1:30 PM at 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, Flieth St, Wausau, on the lower level. We 
will be thinking spring by checking out the new seed catalogs as well as 
learning where to turn when planning your container and traditional 
gardening or researching gardening information and problems. All of this 
will be guided by a UW Extension trained but inactive Master Gardener. 
Join us for some fun and fellowship. Questions please call 715-573-2142. 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 
is Monday January 17th, from 3:00 -7:00 PM. It only takes 30-45 minutes to 
donate and can help up to three people. Walk-ins are welcome; however, 
they are on a first come first served basis. To schedule a time to donate, 
please call 1.866.566.5900 or email rbremerbcnw@aol.com with your name 
and the time requested. 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY Sunday Bible Study resumes next Sunday, 
January 16th, at 9:00am. We begin a new study on 1 & 2 Peter. These short 
books provide strength and vision as they connect Christian teachings to 
Christian struggles. You may bring a Bible. All other materials are provided. 

WATCHING ONLINE? Please sign our connection link located below 
the video in the description. Thank you. 
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PLEASE NOTE Schedule changes for the month of January; 

 January 16: Two services, 8:00am & 10:15am (both celebrating 
Holy Communion).  Sunday School and Bible Study start at 
9:00am.   

 January 23: One service only at 9:00am. The annual Voter’s 
Meeting follows. There is no Sunday School or Bible Study. 
Children, K-4, from St Peter will sing during the service.   

 January 30: Two services, 8:00am & 10:15am.  Sunday School and 
Bible Study start at 9:00am.   

THANK YOU A huge thank you to the many volunteers who stayed after 
the second service last Sunday to put away the Christmas decorations. Your 
help was greatly appreciated. 

 

Serving You in Worship: 

  Usher HymnSoft Display 

Today 

Jan. 9, 8 AM Jim Nechuta Tracy Pawlowski TBD 

Today 

Jan. 9, 10:15 AM Paul Koepke Dean Peterson Joy Peterson 

Next Week Sun 

Jan. 16, 8 AM Adam Baarts 

Organist 

Joel Davidson 

D'Artagnan 

Baarts 

Next Week Sun. 

Jan 16, 10:15 AM Paul Koepke 

Organist 

Joel Davidson Janie Dawson 


