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INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Most holy and merciful Father, 

C: we confess to you and to one another that we have sinned 
by our fault, by our own grievous fault in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. 

M: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and 
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

M: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We 
have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved the 
Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

M: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, 
hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives, 

C: we confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of 
others, 

C: we confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of 
those more fortunate than ourselves, 

C: we confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and dishonesty in our 
daily life and work, 

C: we confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show 
the faith that is in us, 

C: we confess to you, O Lord. 

M: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our 
blindness to human need and suffering and our indifference to 
injustice and cruelty, 
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C: Forgive us, Lord. 

M: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward 
others, and for our prejudice and contempt for those who differ 
from us, 

C: Forgive us, Lord. 

M: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 

C: Forgive us, Lord. 

M: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 
 
ABSOLUTION 

M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not 
desire the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 
wickedness and live. 

Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal 
and his Holy Spirit. May we continue to abide in the true faith 
and at the last be received by him through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 59:12-20 
 God sends the Redeemer to the rebels 

12 Yes, our rebellious deeds are many before you, and our sins 
testify against us. Our rebellious deeds are with us, and as for our 
guilty deeds, we are aware of them. 13 Those deeds are rebellion 
and treachery against the LORD. We turn back from following our 
God. We incite oppression and apostasy. We conceive and mutter 
deceitful words from our hearts. 14 Justice is turned back, and 
righteousness stands far away, for truth stumbles in the city 
square, and honesty cannot enter it. 15 The truth is missing, and 
anyone who turns from evil makes himself prey. The LORD looked 
and saw something evil—there was no justice. 16 He saw that there 
was no one. He was appalled that there was no one who could 
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intervene. So his own arm worked salvation for him, and his own 
righteousness supported him. 17 He clothed himself with 
righteousness like armor and wore a helmet of salvation on his 
head. He dressed in garments for vengeance, and he wrapped 
himself with zeal like a cloak. 18 He will repay in full what they have 
earned, namely, wrath to his foes and full payment to his enemies. 
He will repay even the distant coastlands. 19 From the west they 
will fear the LORD’s name, and from the rising of the sun they will 
fear his glory, for he will come like a raging river, driven by the 
Spirit of the LORD. 20 Then a redeemer will come for Zion and for 
those in Jacob who turn from rebellion. This is the declaration of 
the LORD.  
 
PSALM OF THE DAY 
Psalm 130 

 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;* 
Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive* 

to my cry for mercy. 

If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,* 

Lord, who could stand? 

But with you there is forgiveness;* 

therefore you are feared. 

Refrain 

I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope.* 

My soul waits for the Lord more than 

watchmen wait for the morning. 

O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,* 
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for with the LORD is unfailing love 

and with him is full redemption. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

 
 
PSALM PRAYER 
M: Lord, we confess our sins to you and plead for your mercy. We 

acknowledge that sin runs too deep in our nature for us ever to 
rid ourselves of it, but we thank you that Jesus has done what 
we could not do, washing us clean of every stain. We plead that 
your Spirit would give us the strength to live a new life, through 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2 
 Jesus removes our sin and gives his righteous life 

20 Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him, who did not know sin, to 
become sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of 
God in him. 6:1 As fellow workers we also urge you not to receive 
God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says: At a favorable time I listened to 
you, and in the day of salvation I helped you. Look, now is the 
favorable time! See, now is the day of salvation!  
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M: Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy, and he 
relents from sending disaster. (Joel 2:13) 

 
 
GOSPEL Luke 18:9-14 
 Jesus alone saves 

9 Jesus told this parable to certain people who trusted in themselves 
(that they were righteous) and looked down on others: 10 “Two men 
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went up to the temple courts to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the 
other was a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed about 
himself like this: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people, 
robbers, evildoers, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I 
fast twice a week. I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 “However the 
tax collector stood at a distance and would not even lift his eyes up 
to heaven, but was beating his chest and saying, ‘God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner!’ 14 “I tell you, this man went home justified rather 
than the other, because everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #378 
“All Mankind Fell in Adam's Fall” 
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SERMON Matthew 27:3-4 

What to Remember When Seized with Remorse 
1. The wayward heart has no answer for guilt. 
2. The Innocent One becomes accountable for you. 

 

OFFERING 
At this time our offering will be brought forward and presented to 
the Lord.  For those still desiring to give an offering, an offering plate 
remains near the Usher's Cart at the back of the church. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY PRAYER 
(Pastor will lead the prayer) 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought 
the gift of salvation to all people by His death on the tree of the 
cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree would in 
turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 
Sanctus 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new 
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 
Agnus Dei 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION - If you are visiting today we ask you to speak with our 
pastor before communing. Holy Communion expresses our special oneness in 
faith and confession, so we welcome like-minded believers from other WELS 
or ELS congregations. We respectfully ask other Christians to receive 
instruction before communing with us. If you have any question about our 
practice please speak to the pastor after the service. Thank you. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN #304 
“Jesus Sinners Does Receive” 

 

 
 
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 

kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank 
you that through Him you have given us pardon and peace in 
this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but 
will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (+), and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN #123 
“Lord, Jesus Christ, You Set Us Free” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Service elements reprinted by permission under OdditionneLicense.net #A-720900 
Scripture readings from the Evangelical Heritage Version, © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. 
By permission 
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