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OPENING HYMN #315, verses 1-4
“Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face"
(Stand for final verse)

INVOCATION
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
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CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts,
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do
what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy
on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
(Be seated)

M: We have come into the Lord’s house on this Maundy Thursday
to worship, to learn, to be strengthened, to grow and share.
Tonight we focus on another crucial hour of our salvation, the
hour of communion. There in the upper room Jesus made a new
covenant with us and all believers when he instituted the
sacrament of Holy Communion. We examine the Lord’s Supper
and see how it is indeed a means of grace, a wonderful way in
which God grants us his richest blessings.
Sing: The death of Jesus Christ, our Lord
We celebrate with one accord;
It is our comfort in distress,
Our heart’s sweet joy and happiness. (Hymn 135, verse 1)
M: Martin Luther summarized in his Small Catechism what God
teaches us about his Holy Supper. In question and answer
format, he points out these truths of God’s Word. We read
together the first part was we recall what the Bible says about
The Institution of Holy Communion.
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First: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under
the bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us
Christians to eat and to drink.
M: Where is this written?
C: The holy evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul tell
us: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was
betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me.”
Sing: He blotted out with his own blood
The judgment that against us stood;
He full atonement for us made,
And all our debt he fully paid.
(Hymn 135, verse 2)
FIRST LESSON

Exodus 12:1-14
Christ is the Passover Lamb

The LORD told Moses and Aaron this in the land of Egypt: 2 This
month is to be the beginning of your calendar. It is to be the first
month of the year for you. 3 Tell the entire Israelite community that
on the tenth day of this month, they are to take a lamb or a young
goat for themselves, according to their fathers’ households, one
lamb per household. 4 But if the household is too small for a whole
lamb, then that person and his neighbor next door to him must
select one, based on the number of people. Determine what size
lamb is needed according to how much each person will eat. 5 Your
lamb must be unblemished, a year-old male. You may take it from
the sheep or the goats. 6 You are to keep it until the fourteenth day
of this month. Then the whole assembly of the Israelite community
is to slaughter the lambs at sunset. 7 They shall take some of the
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses
where they eat the lamb. 8 That night they shall eat the meat that
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has been roasted over a fire, along with unleavened bread. They
shall eat it with bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat it raw or boiled in water,
but roasted over a fire—with its head, its legs, and its internal
organs. 10 You shall not leave any of it until the morning. Whatever
remains until the morning, you shall burn in the fire. 11 This is how
you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt ready for
travel, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. Eat it
in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 12 For on that night I will pass
through the land of Egypt. I will strike down every firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both people and animals. Against all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgment. I am the LORD. 13 The blood will be a
sign for you on the houses where you are. When I see the blood, I
will pass over you. There will be no plague among you to destroy
you when I strike down the land of Egypt. 14 This day shall be a
memorial for you, and you are to celebrate it as a festival to the
LORD. Throughout your generations you must celebrate it as a
permanent regulation.
Sing: That this forever true shall be
He gives a solemn guarantee;
In this his holy supper here
We taste his love, so sweet, so near.

(Hymn 135, verse 3)

M: Our Savior pours out his love for us in the Lord’s Supper. We
read together Luther’s summary of The Blessings of Holy
Communion.
Second: What blessing do we receive through this eating and
drinking?
C: That is show us by these words, “Given” and “poured out
for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Through these words
we receive forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in this
sacrament. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is
also life and salvation.
Sing: His Word proclaims and we believe
That in this supper we receive
His very body as he said,
His very blood for sinners shed.

4

(Hymn 135, verse 4)

SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 10:16-17
The Lord’s Supper is a special union

16 The

cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the
blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a communion of
the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we, who are
many, are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
Sing: A precious food is this indeed—
It never fails us in our need—
A heav’nly manna for our soul
Until we safely reach our goal.

(Hymn 135, verse 5)

M: If we look only at the bread and wine we may wonder how such
a simple meal can offer such wonderful blessings. We need to
look at God’s Word, for there lies The Power of Holy
Communion.
Third: How can eating and drinking do such great things?
C: It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such
things, but the words “Given” and “poured out for you for
the forgiveness of sins.” These words are the main thing in
the sacrament, along with the eating and drinking.
Whoever believes these words has what is plainly said: the
forgiveness of sins.
Sing: Oh, blest is each believing guest
Who in this promise finds his rest,
For Jesus will in love abide
With those who do in him confide.
GOSPEL

(Hymn 135, verse 6)

Luke 22:7-20
Jesus establishes a new, lasting testament

7 The

day of Unleavened Bread arrived, when it was necessary to
sacrifice the Passover lamb. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go
prepare the Passover for us, so that we may eat it.” 9 They said to
him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?” 10 He told them, “Just as
you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you.
Follow him into the house that he enters. 11 Tell the owner of the
house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room, where
I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’ 12 He will show you a
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large, furnished upper room. Make preparations there.” 13 They
went and found things just as he had told them, and they prepared
the Passover. 14 When the hour had come, Jesus reclined at the
table with the twelve apostles. 15 He said to them, “I have eagerly
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, 16 for I tell you,
I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 He
took a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among
yourselves, 18 for I tell you, from now on I will not drink of the fruit
of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 He took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.” 20 In the same way, he took the cup after the supper, saying,
“This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is being poured
out for you."
Sing: The guest that comes with true intent
To turn to God and to repent,
To live for Christ, to die to sin,
Will thus a holy life begin.
(Hymn 135, verse 7)
M: Because the Lord’s Supper is such a wonderful gift, God wants
us to be properly prepared, and he gives us some guidelines for
The Reception of the Lord’s Supper.
Fourth: Who, then, is properly prepared to receive this sacrament?
C: Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good
purpose, but that person is properly prepared who
believes these words, “Given” and “poured out for you for
the forgiveness of sins.” But whoever does not believe
these words or doubts them is not prepared, because the
words “for you” require nothing but hearts that believe.
Sing: They who by his Word do not believe
This food unworthily receive,
Salvation here will never find—
May we this warning keep in mind!
Help us sincerely to believe
That we may worthily receive
Your supper and in you find rest.
Amen! They who believe are blest. (Hymn 135, verses 8-9)
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SERMON

1 Corinthians 11:23-29
Holy Communion is Union
1) Between what you receive.
2) Between God and you.
3) Between you and each other.

HYMN #313, verses 1-2, 7-8
“Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior”

OFFERING
At this time our offering will be brought forward and presented to the Lord.
For those still desiring to give an offering, an offering plate remains near
the Usher's Cart at the back of the church.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Pastor will lead prayer)
THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love
he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, but
also for the sins of the whole world. Now have come the
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the
Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.
Holy, Holy, Holy
Sanctus
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God
Agnus Dei
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DISTRIBUTION - If you are visiting today we ask you to speak with our
pastor before communing. Holy Communion expresses our special oneness
in faith and confession, so we welcome like-minded believers from other
WELS or ELS congregations. We respectfully ask other Christians to receive
instruction before communing with us. If you have any question about our
practice please speak to the pastor after the service. Thank you.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN #312
"Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared"
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M: Let us pray:
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank
you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in
this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us, but
will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
During the singing of Psalm 88 the altar is stripped, leaving
the cross alone, just as the disciples fled at Jesus’ arrest.
This prepares us for Good Friday.

The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before
dispersing quietly.
We return tomorrow, Good Friday, at 6:30pm for worship.
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